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It's not the destination, 
but how you travel. 


Uncompromising quality is the hall-mark of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
and uncompromising standards of sales and service are what you can expect 
from York Motors in William Street, Sydney, officially appointed Rolls-Royce 


and Bentley Distributor. 


The pleasure of travelling in cars of such superb design and engineering has 
to be experienced to be believed. From the latest 1996 Silver Spirit Saloon, 
a motor car with seemingly limitless reserves of power, controlled by 
the world’s most advanced automotive technologies, to the sporting heritage 
of the range of Bentley motor cars. It really becomes a case of not 


where you are going but how you get there. 


We also have a wide selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 


available for you the discerning traveller. 
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Michael Zwar recently completed an intensive, very high quality restoration project on his 
1949 Silver Wraith Hooper touring limousine (WFC67), now looking every inch the stately, 
luxurious limousine that it is. Fellow A.C.T. Branch member Steve Ortlipp lovingly carried 
out the extensive coachwork repairs and the repainting, which can only be described as 
magnificent. The Silver Wraith was the first post-war model to be announced, fifty years 
ago this month, and David Ekberg (Vic.) tells the story in this issue. Photo by the owner. 


From the Editor 


Replacement Corniche 


In P.4-94 p.2396 you saw a proposed 
replacement design for the Corniche 
Convertible, with basically Silver Spirit 
styling characteristics. A full-size mock- 
up, built to evaluate the design, appears 
in my book Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the 
Crewe Years, p.313. As we know, that 
design never saw production and the 
original, traditionally styled Corniche 
remained in production. 

| can now reveal that the classic 
Corniche had to weather another 
challenge in the form of the proposed 
replacement seen on this page. This 
came much later than the one seen in 
P.4-94, towards the end of the 1980s, 
and exhibits unmistakable styling char- 
acteristics that later appeared on the 
Bentley Continental R. Look for example 
at the front wings, boot and rear lights. 

The concept vehicle shown here, the 
ultimate fate of which is unknown, was 
shown to Mulliner Park Ward employees 
at Hythe Road, most of whom expressed 
a preference for the old Corniche design. 
Well they would, wouldn’t they?! After all, 
they’d been building them for twenty 
years and who wouldn’t get attached? 

Nevertheless, it must be said that this 
proposed replacement design had a 
certain something going for it. In fact, I'd 
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A proposed replacement design for the Corniche Convertible, circa 
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87/8. There are at least 


some elements of the Bentley Continental R and Azure evolving here. 


call it an exceptionally good-looking 
motor car, and rumours persist that a 
new Rolls-Royce convertible design 
along similar lines is still in the pipeline. 


Back to the future 


In my Editorial in P.6-95, under the 
above heading, | drew attention to the 
replica ‘Blower’ Bentleys being built by 
Jack Barclay Ltd. In doing so | stated that 
“the engines are genuine Bentley 412 
Litre engines” with “brand new” super- 
chargers. | had been mislead by a 
newspaper report. The truth is worse. 
Technically the engine is a Bentley 412 
litre, but from a Mk VI, not a W.O. 


The rear view of the proposed Corniche replacement exhibits even more of what subsequently 
appeared as the Bentley Continental R and Azure models. The hood, though stowing less 
prominently than that of the classic Corniche, had yet to achieve the totally flush concealment 
as seen on today’s Azure, and a traditional hood envelope was still used. 


Photographs this page © Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


Bentley! The gearbox and the whole 
drive-train is sourced from the same 
model. 

It is still unclear whether the “super- 
charger”, characteristically jutting out 
between the dumb-irons at the base of 
the radiator, is just that or merely a 
dummy for cosmetic purposes. For the 
continued longevity of the Mk VI engine 
one hopes the latter! 

R.R.E.C. President Eric Barrass 
commented: “The Bentley radiator and 
badge is the copyright of Rolls-Royce 
Motors. It is up to them to consider the 
wisdom of permitting its use in such a 
manner.” Quite. 


When the ultimate is not enough 


Having joined in the critical reaction to 
the construction by Jack Barclay Ltd of 
replica Bentley 41 Litre Supercharged 
tourers based on Rolls-Royce 20/25 
chassis and Mk VI drive-trains, in this 
issue | am pleased to report something 
much more positive, also from the 
famous Berkeley Square, London firm. 
Their unique relationship with Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd has facilitated the 
building of a very limited run of very 
special Jack Barclay Bentley Continental 
coupés, based on the Continental R, in 
close collaboration with Mulliner Park 
Ward at Crewe. 

Surely the ultimate in one-upmanship, 
the Jack Barclay Continental combines 
an exterior stance that exudes power 
with a special cockpit-like interior and of 
course the legendary 385 bhp turbo- 
charged engine. 

Meanwhile, Richard Mann reports 
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from London that the latest Limited 
Edition car from Rolls-Royce is another 
special version of the Continental R, 
called the Continental T. This version 
has a particularly special version of the 
6.75 litre turbocharged V-8 engine 
developing more than 400 bhp! 

Either of these would amply qualify as 
a truly long-striding, continent-covering 
grand tourer par excellence. 


The early days of the Club 


Those who enjoyed Barrie & Margaret 
Gillings’ excellent article in our last issue 
on the Club’s first year will no doubt also 
derive some pleasure from an article on 
the Club in this issue, reproduced from 
the September 1957 edition of Wheels 
magazine. Some of the ‘facts’ on the cars 
are a little awry, but | know you'll spot 
them and make allowances in view of the 
early date of this article. Its author, Pedr 
Davis, subsequently joined the Club and 
was still a member until very recently, 
owning a Silver Dawn. 

Thanks are due to the Club’s Found- 
ing Secretary Paul Samuels (who is no 
longer a member) for kindly loaning his 
copy of the magazine so that the article 
could be reproduced here. 

Also, on our Letters to Editor page, we 
have a letter from another of our Found- 
ation Members, John Nevell, in which he 
recalls some more details of those early 
days. 

We are the second oldest all-model 
Rolls-Royce club in the world (after the 
R.R.O.C. of America) and there's some- 
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The unique exterior stance of the Jack Barclay Continental is enhanced by special 18" alloy 


wheels with ultra-low profile tyres, flared wheel arches, special paint colours unique to Jack 
Barclay and a distinctive frontal appearance with chrome-plated grille shell and vanes. 


thing awfully wrong if we can’t indulge in 
a little unashamed nostalgia in this our 
40th Anniversary year! 


Space family Hadfield 


In my last Editorial under the above 
sub-heading | mentioned the presence of 
members Roger & Eleanor Hadfield on 
the 1992 Gold Rush Tour and Ballarat 
Federal Rally. In doing so | neglected to 
mention that they also joined us, all the 
way from Canada, on the 1994 Beyond 
the Black Stump Overlander and the 


Toowoomba Federal Rally. 

Furthermore, we hope to have the 
pleasure of their congenial company 
again in the future. 


Royce cranes down under 


My request in P.6-95 for information 
on Royce cranes in Australia drew a 
response from Wally Vears (Vic.) who 
provides the quite startling information 
that there may be one sfill in use in 
Melbourne. Wally says that he heard 
many years ago that there was a Royce 


The exclusive cockpit-like interior of the Jack Barclay Continental features Azure-type seats with ‘ruched’ leather flutes, burr elm woodwork, and 
a ‘chunky’ steering wheel and gear knob. An additional gauge for turbo boost pressure complements the already comprehensive Continental R 
instrumentation. Only ten will be built. Iltustrations courtesy of Jack Barclay Ltd, London. 
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As pointed out in the last issue, a disproportionate number of our ‘Mystery Cars’ seem to be 
Twenty Horsepowers. Here's another! Like GF9 in P.6-95, this car was obviously rebodied in the 
late 1930s. Note the sealed beam headlights and Kiaxon horn of commanding size — the latter 
probably deemed desirable due to the stealthy silence for which the Twenty is well known! No 
doubt the very tall mascot is a Silver Ghost or Phantom type. Does anyone recognise this car? 


crane at the Abbotsford premises of 
Marfleet & Weight's, engineers, which 
may have been a British company, com- 


mencing operations here about 1927. 
A recent visit revealed that it is still 
there and operating, albeit somewhat 


Events List 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the organising Branch (listed in the front of this journal) for details 
of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. Dates and locations 

of overseas events should be confirmed with the Clubs concerned. 


May 18 N.S.W. Navigation Run. 


May 19 S.A. Annual Branch Concours d'Elegance. 


May 19 W.A. Darling Range Run. A day in the mountains. 


May 26 S.A. Annual Branch Concours 


June 1-3 W.A. Inland Adventure. An exploration of the Wheatbelt 
and goldfields of Western Australia. 


June 23 S.A. Joint run with Bentley Drivers Club. 


June 28-30 N.S.W. Bruce Ross Memorial Weekend. 


Overseas 


June 15-16 U.K. R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and Concours, 


Althorp Park, near Northampton. 


August 12-17 U.S.A. The 45th R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet, 


French Lick, Indiana. 
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modernised. Wally adds that a theatrical 
props company is now in residence and 
that he “did not appear to be welcome”, 
suggesting that we need someone who 
knows someone to arrange an inspec- 
tion. Anyone out there in the theatrical 
business? 


Hunt House change 


Hunt House Warden ‘Bunny’ Austin 
has retired (again!) and Philip Hall has 
stepped into his difficult-to-fill shoes. 

This means that when you visit the 
Hunt House, chances are that you will be 
shown around by Philip, who has for 
many years very conscientiously looked 
after the superb library and will continue 
to do so in addition to his new réle. 

Members visiting Britain who would 
like to see the Hunt House (for a Rolls- 
Royce enthusiast it would be sheer folly 
to do one and not the other) should con- 
tact R.R.E.C. General Secretary Peter 
Baines at the Hunt House, High Street, 
Paulerspury, Northants NN12 7NA, 
England; telephone (01327) 811788, 
FAX (01327) 811797, to arrange an 
appointment. 

| take this opportunity to wish Philip 
Hall well in his new job, and Bunny Austin 
a long and happy retirement. 


R.R.O.C. classified advertising 


Increasing numbers of members are 
taking advantage of our Market Place 
pages in PRAECLARUM. The rules per- 
taining to this advertising are few and 
inherently reasonable. They are set out 
at the bottom of one of the Market Place 
pages in each issue. The applicable 
deadlines are set out there, also. 

However, it seems that sending each 
issue to the printer somehow acts as a 
sort of cue for members to decide to 
place an advertisement, because very 
shortly after each issue goes to press a 
flurry of new advertisements lands on my 
desk! Since PRAECLARUM has been 
computerised | find that ads received 
after the published deadline can very 
often be squeezed in, but not after the 
magazine has actually gone to press! 

Please note that for the June issue | 
need to slightly tighten the deadline to 
May 10th, because shortly after that | will 
be on the annual U.K. pilgrimage and 
PRAECLARUM 3-96 will be delivered to 
the printer on the way to the airport. 


Martin Bennett 
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Norman E. Cunningham, B.E.M. 


W.A. Branch member Norm Cunningham died on Australia 
Day 1996 at the great age of 93. He was perhaps the oldest still 
active member of the Club in the country. All who knew him 
will recognise the passing of a wonderful gentleman, a man of 
sharp intelligence, great generosity of spirit and delightful 
personality. He was a no-nonsense sort of Australian of the old 
school —he could muster a fine turn of phrase when faced with 
humbug. 

Norm lived a very full life particularly where sport was 
concerned. In 1928 he established a record when he crossed 
Australia on his Harley Davidson motorcycle. He took great 
delight in the re-enactment of his exploits by another motor- 
cyclist more recently. Norm’s biggest passion was tennis and 
he remained a fine player well into old age. He rose to the 
highest ranks in the tennis world as an umpire. He kept his mind 
agile with chess at which, not to beat about the bush, he was a 


Silver Cloud II from Sir Charles Bunning and joined the 
R.R.O.C. in 1969. Norm served in various positions and, with 
Lorna, became an incredibly loyal member. Frequent overseas 
travel, which both enjoyed greatly, was the only reason he 
might not be at an event. Wherever he was he showed that 
wonderful ‘bonhomie’ — always cheerful, impish humour, 
devising witty verse and other frolics. Yet able to steer serious 
issues. 

There was only one thing wrong with Norm, and his good 
eye will twinkle at this I’m sure, and that was his love of 
Cadillacs! He took some good spirited flak when he placed a 
vast Cadillac sedan next to his Rolls. But he loved it, he couldn’t 
help himself. Lorna was his perfect foil, and his happiness must 
have played a great part in giving him a long life, alert and 
interested in things to the peaceful end. He deserved it. To 
Lorna and family go our sympathy mixed with gratitude for 
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having known such a fine man. 


When he gradually bowed out of business life in home 
electrical equipment in the 1960s he kept up all his interests 
and added that of Rolls-Royce. He bought near new a 1961 


From the Federal President 


Federal Rally 


By the time you receive this issue of 
PRAECLARUM we will probably all be in 
Federal Rally mode at Wollongong, 
meeting old friends and making new 
ones — an important part of what 
Federal Rallies are all about. Included in 
a following issue of PRAECLARUM will 
be a full report on the Rally and all the 
exciting events that took place and the 
decisions made by Federal Council to 
make our great Club an even better one. 

At the conclusion of the Rally the 
Wholly Ghost Tour cars depart for 
Central Australia via Canberra, the high 
country, southern Victoria and South 
Australia. 

It will be pleasing to see such a large 
number of overseas guests with us at 
that time, as well as the gathering of 
probably the largest number of Silver 
Ghosts ever assembled. Those on the 
Tour will probably see parts of Outback 
Australia not seen by most Australians. 
Perhaps this could be a challenging 
thought for future Federal Rallies — 
Bring Your Own tent style! 


Federal Council Meeting 


Under the terms of our Federal Agree- 
ment, each Federal Council Meeting is 
required to set the date and place of the 
next Federal Rally and to decide the 
method of judging at the Concours. The 
Federal Rally dates and venues have 
been tentatively set until 1999, giving 
you ample time to plan your attend- 
ances. In the past there have been 
instances of changes being made to the 
authorised judging system without the 
approval of Federal Council. | have in- 
cluded this as an agenda item for this 
and future annual meetings. | believe 
that the time has arrived for all the 
Branches to agree to a standard set of 
judging rules and procedures for their 
Branch Concours that are basically the 
same as those agreed for the Federal 
Concours. This will facilitate the training 
of judges at Branch level, who will then 
be competent to judge at a Federal Con- 
cours. Quite often | have heard it asked 
where are our future judges coming from. 
With the complexity of all the various 
models produced to date and the small 


Tom Clarke, 
England 


production numbers of most of them it is 
not easy to find people competent to act 
as judges. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


One of the special events in the life of 
our Club is our attendance of the Inter- 
Clubs Meeting held in the U.K. each 
June. This was formerly held in the north- 
ern winter but was changed to June at 
our request to maximise the possibility of 
having a representative there from our 
Club, and incidentally from other Clubs 
outside the U.K., too. June is R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally time and considerable 
numbers of our members attend that 
great event each year. This year our 
Editor, Martin Bennett, will be in the U.K. 
on holiday and has again agreed to rep- 
resent our interests at this very important 
meeting, which is attended by repre- 
sentatives of all our sister Clubs 
throughout the world. This meeting is an 
opportunity for us to hear from the 
Company on their activities and also for 
the Company to hear from the Clubs on 
their members’ needs and wishes. On 
his return Martin will present a full report 
to our Federal Executive and this will be 
published in PRAECLARUM. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 
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Only three Silver Wraiths with sedanca de ville coachwork, all by Hu. Mulliner, have arrived on these shores. This is WFC99, which was imported 


by Charles Lloyd Jones in the 1980s. Most Mulliner sedanca de villes were built to design number 7055, but this is a much less numerous design 
which seems not to have a design number. It is certainly one of the more rare Silver Wraiths in Australia. Photo by the Editor. 


The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Silver Wraith 


In May 1945 the War in Europe was 
over, as we were reminded last year by the 
fifty years commemorations. It was time 
for Rolls-Royce Ltd to return to the busi- 
ness of making motor cars, a business in 
which the Company had enjoyed an envi- 
able reputation since 1905. Rolls-Royce 
should have been in a good position for an 
early return to production as specifications 
for a ‘rationalised range’ of cars had been 
laid down shortly before the outbreak of 
war and prototypes had been weil tested 
during the duration. In fact, however, it 
was not until April, 1946 that the first of 
the new range, the Rolls-Royce Silver 
Wraith, was announced. It was February, 
1947 before the first private customer was 
to take delivery of a completed car. 

The second model in the new range, the 
Bentley Mk VI, was announced soon after 
the Silver Wraith in May, 1946 and 
deliveries started from September 2st, 
1946. It was thus the Mk VI that was the 
first post-war model to get into owners’ 
hands, with 43 delivered in 1946 according 
to Stanley Sedgwick in Twenty Years of 


By David Ekberg (Vic.) 


Crewe Bentleys, 1946-1965 (Bentley 
Drivers Club, 1973). Here however, I am 
commemorating the Silver Wraith, the 
first post-war model to be revealed, fifty 
years ago this month. 

It was the April Sth, 1946 issue of The 
Autocar in which Rolls-Royce chose to 
announce the new Rolls-Royce Silver 
Wraith. A six page article describing the 
chassis was also published, with excellent 
cutaway drawings, photographs of the new 
engine and a wash drawing of a four-light 
saloon which was later built by Park Ward 
as their design number 13. 

One of the more remarkable aspects of 
this article was the “impression of the com- 
plete car on the road”. In the unmistakable 
prose of the period the Silver Wraith was 
described as “a car which is a sentient 
being and is like a living thing”. Itis further 
stated that “all the controls work beautiful- 
ly smoothly and easily; it obeys instantly 
the slightest wish of the driver, and it obeys 
exactly. It has perfect manners. And yet 
underneath that willingness one senses 
power.” A further paragraph lauds the 


acceleration and refinement of the car — 
“There seems to be no limit to its response 
to the movement of the pedal.” 

The remarkable aspect of these fine 
words is that, as the first experimental 
Silver Wraith (1-SW-I) was not completed 
until May, 1946 (Ian Rimmer, Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley Experimental Cars, R.R.E.C., 
1986), it is not at all clear where The 
Autocar’ s impressions came from. 

Several factors contributed to the delay 
in getting the Silver Wraith into the hands 
of owners. The Crewe factory, built in 
1938 for the production of aero engines for 
war-time military use, needed to be con- 
verted to the different business of 
manufacturing motor cars. Also, although 
drawings of new designs by the major 
coachbuilders were published in The 
Autocar” of April 12, 1946 (see illustra- 
tions opposite), undoubtedly the difficult 
conditions in early post-war Britain meant 
delays in translating drawings into com- 
pleted bodies. By the end of 1946, 
however, production was well under way 
and 1,244 chassis were built over the next 
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seven years, with a further 639 long wheel- 
base chassis built between 1951 and 1958. 

With an average annual output of 
around 160 chassis, the Silver Wraith was 
a more exclusive car than some observers 
may realise. It was an important model for 
the Company for several reasons. As the 
first manifestation of the ‘rationalised 
range’, by means of which a range of cars 
could be offered using identical chassis 
(with minor variations) in different wheel- 
bases, this was the basis of a model policy 
still used by the Company today. Whereas 
the original rationalised range eventually 
included seven variants (Silver Wraith, 
Bentley Mk VI, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV, 
Silver Wraith long wheelbase, Bentley 
Continental and Bentley R-type), today’s 
Silver Spirit platform has produced over 
fifty variants. 

The Silver Wraith was also the first 
model to use the appellation ‘Silver’ in its 
name (the Silver Ghost was of course 
named retrospectively, having been sold 
as the 40/50 h.p.) and it would be difficult 
to conceive of the Company’s products 
without that legacy of Silver Somethings. 
Far more than just a name, however, was 
behind the success the Silver Wraith en- 
joyed in both home and export markets, 
and its réle in establishing a niche for 
Rolls-Royce cars in the vastly changed 
post-war world. 

Whereas a pre-war Wraith had cost 
some £1,600 with coachwork, similar to 
the price of a new Rolls-Royce some 30 
years earlier, in 1947 a Silver Wraith 
Hooper touring limousine cost £3,450, 
plus U.K. purchase tax of £959-1s-8d. 
Such an increase emphasises the great 
changes to market conditions post-war. 

An appreciation of the Silver Wraith 
would be incomplete without reference to 
the magnificent coachwork on offer. The 
Silver Wraith was the last model to be sold 
by Rolls-Royce with no option of Factory- 
built standard coachwork (I regard the 
later Phantoms V and VI and the sub- 
sequent “coachbuilt” offerings from the 
wholly-owned Rolls-Royce subsidiary 
Mulliner Park Ward as being essentially 
Factory offerings). There seems to be 
some misunderstanding amongst Rolls- 
Royce connoisseurs as to what is the 
precise meaning of a coachbuilt car. The 
prevailing view seems to be that esteemed 
customers made an appointment with their 
preferred coachbuilder, who then set about 
translating the customer’s instructions into 
a fabulous bespoke motor car. In fact, 
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ROLLS-ROYCE Silver Wraith’ SPORTS SALOON 


COACHWORK BY MESSRS. PARK WARD & CO. LTO. 


Colour wash drawings rather than photographs were included in early Silver Wraith publicity 
material. These showed cars that appeared sleeker than they turned out to be ‘in the metal’. 
This is the artist's impression of Park Ward’s saloon design number 13. 


ROLLS -HROYCE ‘Silver Wraith’ SEDANCA DE VILLE 


COACHWORK BY MESSAS, H. J, MULLINER & CO. LTD, 


The sedanca de ville by H.J. Mulliner, of which there were several variants, were all elegant 
motor cars, but the artist made this one appear far leaner than any of them really were. 


Likewise, the Hooper touring limousine (below), design number 8034, looks much more 
aggressively styled here than the more staid and upright reality. 


notts-novce —S¢dver lOvadlh” towsine Limousine 


COACHWORK BY MESSAS. HOOPER & CO. LTD. 
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Silver Wraiths deliverednew 


Chassis No: Engine No: Coachwork: Coachbuilder: Body No: Design No: Retailer: 
WTA32 W33A Saloon Park Ward W100 13 York Motors 
WTAS81 W81A Saloon Park Ward W105 13 Kellow-Falkiner 
WVA46 W131A Saloon Park Ward W104 13 Kellow-Falkiner 
WVA61 W146A Saloon Hooper 9271 8060 York Motors 
WYA48 W213A Saloon Park Ward W130 45 Keilow-Falkiner 
WYA71 W236A Limousine Hooper 9423 8134 Kellow-Falkiner 
WYA82 W247A Saloon Park Ward W203 45 York Motors 
WZB41 W41B Saloon Park Ward W173 45 York Motors 
WAB24 W88B Touring limousine Hooper 9309 8098 York Motors 
WCB16 W145B Touring limousine Hooper 9442 8098 Kellow-Falkiner 
WCB69 W197B Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 4958 7062 Kellow-Falkiner 
WDC3 W3C Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 4970 7062 Kellow-Falkiner 
WDC47 W46C Saloon Park Ward W175 45 York Motors 
WDC59 W58C Saloon H.J. Mulliner 4966 7062 York Motors 
WDC77 W76C Touring limousine Hooper 9533 8122 York Motors 
WFC90 W189C Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5008 7062 Kellow-Falkiner 

WFC100 W199C Saioon Park Ward W133 113 Kellow-Faikiner 
WGC3 W203C Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5044 Kellow-Falkiner 
WGC24 W223C Touring limousine Hooper 9532 8098 York Motors 
WGC47 W246C ‘Wentworth’ saloon Park Ward P5 101 York Motors 
WGC91 Wwe290C Saloon Park Ward Ni21 144 York Motors 
WHD41 W40D Saloon Park Ward N177 144 York Motors 
WHD57 W56D Saloon Park Ward N119 144 Kellow-Falkiner 
WHD77 W76D Saloon Park Ward Ni23 144 Kellow-Falkiner 
WHD93 w92D Sedanca de ville H.J. Mulliner 5190 7055 York Motors 
WHD101 W100D Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5174 7118 Kellow-Falkiner 
WLE21 W20E Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5253 7249 Kellow-Falkiner 
WME72 W150E Saloon Park Ward N209 144 York Motors 
WOF24 W23F Touring limousine Hooper 9649 8283 York Motors 
WOF25 W24F Saloon Park Ward N221 144 York Motors 
WOF29 W28F Saloon Park Ward N225 144 York Motors 
WOF32 W31F Saloon Park Ward N159 144 York Motors 
WOF49 W48F Saloon Park Ward N220 144 Keilow-Falkiner 
WOF61 W60F Saloon Park Ward N201 144 U.K. Motors 
WOF68 W67F Saloon Park Ward N152 144 York Motors 
BLW78 L77B Saloon Park Ward N135 550 Motors Ltd 
BLW86 L85B 7-passenger saloon Park Ward L470 551 York Motors ; 
CLW10 L10C Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5632 7356 U.K. Motors 
DLWe24 L23D 7-passenger limousine Park Ward L495 551 York Motors 
ELW40 L39E 7-passenger limousine Park Ward L511 704 Rolls-Royce Ltd * 
HLW45 L44H 7-passenger limousine H.J. Mulliner 6174 7358 York Motors 
HLW46 L45H 7-passenger limousine H.J. Mulliner 6175 7358 York Motors 
HLW47 L46H Allweather Hooper 10288 8548 York Motors 
HLW48 L47H 7-passenger limousine H.J. Mulliner 6176 7358 York Motors 
HLW49 L48H Allweather Hooper 10289 8548 York Motors 
HLWS50 L49H 7-passenger limousine H.J. Mulliner 6177 7358 York Motors 


whilst this did occur occasionally, it had standard designs which were revised or _ limousine was listed by each of the main 
been rare even from the earliest Rolls- replaced every few seasons. Usually, a coachbuilders, Park Ward, H.J. Mulliner, 
Royce cars. range comprising a saloon, a touring Hooper, James Young and Freestone & 

Most of the coachbuilders offered limousine and a seven-passenger Webb, who collectively bodied over 95% 
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in Australia 


Delivery date: 
12-8-47 
14-11-47 
28-1-48 
9-47 
31-5-48 
8-3-48 
30-6-48 
30-9-48 
22-10-48 
29-7-49 
13-4-49 
21-4-49 
9-2-50" 
22-9-49 
8-8-49 
30-9-49 
30-11-49 
23-1-50 
22-6-50* 
31-3-50 
6-50" 
25-5-51 
1-5-51 
2-5-51 
17-1-51 
25-1-51 
21-5-51 
§-10-51 
7-2-52 
10-12-51 
17-1-52 
10-12-51 
8-5-52 
23-1-52 
24-1-52 


24-3-54 
16-5-54 
22-4-54 
13-9-54 
4-56 
27-8-58 
16-12-58 
17-4-59 
31-12-58 
24-4-59 
17-12-58 


Note: An asterisk (*) against owner's name indicates a Club member. In some cases 
Australian buyers took delivery of their cars in the U.K., often using them for touring prior to 
shipping to Australia. These are similarly marked (*) against the delivery date. 


Original owner: 

F.T. Wimble & Co., Sydney 
G. Nicholas, Melbourne 
G. Coles, Melbourne 
Hilbery Chaplin Ltd 


Miss J. Watt, Mt. Eliza, Vic. N.S.W. 
Melbourne City Council Asaro, U.S.A. 
W.J. Hallstrom, Sydney Bristow’, Vic. 
Mrs. J. Dickson, Brewarrina, N.S.W. Munroe, N.S.W. 
E.V. Roberts, Lankeys Creek, N.S.W. Shellard, Vic. 
E.W. Torr, Melbourne Atherton, Tas. 
John Carter, Werribee, Vic. Shellard, Vic. 
Dame Hilda Stevenson, Melbourne Vic. 


H.C. Killen, Barellan, N.S.W. 
Dr George Halliday, Sydney 
Sir Frank McDowell, Sydney 
Waiter Carter, Werribee, Vic. 
Keith Carnegie, Healesville, Vic. 
Ozzie Porter, Melbourne 


C. (later Sir Cecil) Hoskins, N.S.W. 


H.G. Bussell, Sydney 
J.D. McLarty, N.S.W. 


J.H. Dickson, Brewarrina, N.S.W. 


V.L. Stokoe, Vic. 
G. Nicholas, Melbourne 
Penfold Wines, Sydney 


Edward Carroll Pty Ltd, Melbourne 


T.J. Dowd, Melbourne 
Sir Adolph Basser, Sydney 
T.A. Field Pty Ltd, Sydney 
D.R. Cameron, St. George, Qid. 


Taloil Industries Pty Ltd, Sydney 


W.J. Bushell, Laggan, N.S.W. 
C.J. Denison, Melbourne 
F.W. Clifford, Kalbar, Qld. 

A.W. Curtis, N.S.W. 


Vin Keane, S.A. 
Edmund Resch, Sydney 
W.J. Park, Brisbane 
Governor General, Canberra 


British High Commission, Canberra 


Commonwealth of Australia 
Commonwealth of Australia 
Commonwealth of Australia 
Commonwealth of Australia 
Commonwealth of Australia 
Commonwealth of Australia 


of Silver Wraith chassis. The designs 
originated in the drawing offices of the 
coachbuilding firms and their main 
customers were the Authorised Retailers 
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Present owner: 
Ball, U.S.A. 
Clarke, Tas. 

Atherton, Tas. 

MacDonald’, Vic. 


Crosswell, Qid. 
Bennett* & Cooke”, N.S.W. 
Mackintosh, N.S.W. 
Mathews’, Tas. 
Hall*, W.A. 
Griffiths, Vic. 
Sowden’, W.A. 
McDermott’, Vic. 
Will’, N.S.W. 


Stokoe, Vic. 
Vic. 


Bennett*, A.C.T. 
Dowd, Vic. 
Baynie*, N.S.W. 
Hawker’, S.A. 
Webb, N.S.W. 
O'Donaghue’, Qld. 
Reed, N.S.W. 
Blanche’, Vic. 
Connelly’, Qld. 
Williamson*, N.S.W. 


Scarcella, Vic. 
N.S.W. 
Close, N.S.W. 
TVW7, W.A. 
Vered*, N.S.W. 
Pearson‘, Tas. 
Aust. Wedding Blessings, N.S.W. 
Lee, U.S.A. 
Habersburger*, Vic. 
Lee, U.S.A. 
Nakajima, Japan 


who were purchasing cars for showroom 
stock. The possibility of a customer ob- 
taining his own “special requirements” 
was rather limited, particularly as the car 


Australian deliveries: 


Year: Cars delivered: 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

TOTAL: 


Original destination: 


Victoria 15 
New South Wales 19 


Australian Capital Territory 
Queensland 

South Australia 

TOTAL: 


was often already in production when the 
order was placed. Thus it was relatively 
easy to order a Thermos flask rather than 
a decanter, or even R.100 headlamps 
rather than built-in headlamps or vice 
versa, but a unique body design was an 
altogether different proposition which 
coachbuilders could and did accommodate 
but which was rare. 

With these comments in mind it is 
remarkable to note how many different 
coachwork designs did emerge on Silver 
Wraith chassis, to say nothing of the in- 
dividual variations incorporated in cars of 
the same design. Freestone & Webb, for 
example, who bodied 120 Silver Wraiths, 
issued 54 different design numbers and 
built no more than nine to any one design. 

The design built in the greatest 
numbers by any coachbuilder was Park 
Ward’s design number 144 saloon. As the 
total production of this type was 125 cars, 
it can be seen that there was plenty of 
variety in designs. Perhaps as many as 100 
Silver Wraiths have one-off bodies. 


The Silver Wraith in Australia 


It could not be said that the Silver 
Wraith was a conspicuously successful 


model for Rolls-Royce in Australia. With 
46 delivered over thirteen years, propor- 
tionally it sold fewer than any main model 
coming after it, although it did better than 
the Phantom II and Wraith before the war. 
From 1947 until late 1949 it was the only 
Rolls-Royce model available, and nearly 
half of the Silver Wraiths purchased by 
private buyers were sold during this period 
of less than two years. The arrival of the 
Silver Dawn undoubtedly slowed sales of 
the Silver Wraith, mostly due to the Silver 
Dawn’s standard steel saloon body being 
more suited to Australian conditions. The 
Silver Dawn also enjoyed a significant 
price advantage. Certainly the Bentley Mk 
VI, and later the Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn, 
enjoyed considerable success in what were 
good years for the Australian economy. 

Finally, the 1955 arrival of the Silver 
Cloud, with its more modern styling and 
superior performance, killed sales of the 
Silver Wraith. Also, with standard saloon 
coachwork the Silver Cloud enjoyed a big 
price advantage over the coachbuilt Silver 
Wraith. It is significant that after the Silver 
Cloud’s debut, no more Silver Wraiths 
were ordered by private buyers in 
Australia. 

There was one group of customers, 
however, who came to be important in this 
period and which had not featured before. 
This was the Commonwealth government 
and, to a lesser extent, the British High 
Commission and the Melbourne City 
Council, all of whom purchased Silver 
Wraiths. For over forty years government 
orders were responsible for bringing in a 
considerable number of Rolls-Royce cars. 
This era is now over, and although the 


Saloon 
Touring limousine 
7-passenger limousine 
Sedanca de ville 
Allweather 


All types 


Hooper 
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from or corrections to these tables. 


Governor General and the Governors of 
Western Australia, Queensland and South 
Australia retain one Rolls-Royce each, 
only the British High Commission is still 
buying new ones. 

It was the Commonwealth that ordered 
the two most notable Silver Wraiths to 
have been imported into Australia — the 
two Hooper Allweather cars that were, to 
the disappointment of most Australian 
Rolls-Royce enthusiasts, sold by 
Sotheby’s to an American collector in 
1993. Few of the other Silver Wraiths in 
Australia are notably special in the sense 
of having rare or spectacular coachwork, 
although in order to avoid affronting our 


Delivered new 
H.J. Mulliner Park Ward 


21 
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Silver Wraiths arriving 


Chassis No: Engine No: Coachwork: Coachbuilder: Body No: 
WTA98 W38A Touring limousine Hooper 9293 
WVA32 W117A Touring limousine Hooper 9395 
WYA35 W200A Sedanca de ville H.J. Mulliner 4746 
WAB37 W101B 7-passenger Limousine Park Ward L421 
WFC67 W166C Touring limousine Hooper 9525 
WFC99 W198C Sedanca de ville H.J. Mulliner 5106 
WGC71 W270C Saloon Park Ward N100 
WHD1 W1D Saloon Park Ward N105 
WME18 W51E Saloon limousine James Young 1757 
WME76 W109E Saloon James Young 1764 
WSG26 W25G Touring limousine H.J. Mulliner 5371 
WVH32 W31H Touring limousine Hooper 9741 

DLW5 L5D Saloon Park Ward N234 
DLW25 L24D Touring limousine Hooper 10002 


It is entirely possible that other Silver Wraiths have come into Australia undetected 
by the author. He (and the Editor) would be interested to hear of any omissions 


partisan Editor it should be pointed out that 
nearly all Silver Wraiths offer fine coach- 
building. 

Of the more interesting cars deserving 
special mention, the first should be 
WGC47, the 1948 Earls Court Show car. 
This much-illustrated one-off Park Ward 
saloon, named the “Wentworth”, is full of 
avant-garde features. It was re-acquired by 
Robert McDermott (Vic.) last year, having 
been owned by his father for most of the 
1950s. WFC99, an H.J. Mulliner sedanca 
de ville, was imported by Charles Lloyd 
Jones in the mid-1980s, and was also an 
Earls Court Show exhibit. WYA71, the 
ex-Lord Mayor of Melbourne Hooper 


Analysis of 


Delivered 

James Young Hooper H.J. Mulliner 
5 1 
- 2 
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limousine now residing in New York, was 
one of only four built to design number 
8134. WHDS7 is notable in that it is still 
in the ownership of the family who bought 


in Australia second-hand 


Design No: _ Delivery date: Original owner: Present owner: 
a : 9 : Sora te it new, while HLWS0 (now in Japan) was 
8034 8-47 Earl of Wilton, U.K. Fisher", Tas. ; . : : i 
: Rd the third-last Silver Wraith chassis built. 
8034 1-48 A. Hawkins Glanville*, N.S.W. T. lude. if I be saa 
7055 5-48 H. Dibben, U.K. Tilby*, W.A. 2 2 ues a eh seen 2 
51 7-48 Rolls-Royce Ltd, U.K. Goldsmith" & Gunnell’, N.S.W. ny ar = is betes a a = ri 
8098 9-49 Col. G. Armitage, U.K. Zwar*, A.C.T. Pedaa Casi Ria ap et ORG CE 
: : correspondents to add their views, I offer 
11-49 D.L. Milne, U.K. Mote, Vic. th sae ie eres fcnid 
144 5-50 S. McCrudden, U.K. Fraser, N.S.W. eavarene Se eee 
a cabriolet built for Nubar Gulbenkian by 
144 9-50 A. Brown & Sons, U.K. Hall*, W.A. Hi. hassis ALW11. A fi all 
WR18 3-51 J.H. Watts, U.K. Smith", W.A. sass ae nd ee a = : 
WR25 11-51 Leonard Cohen Ltd WA. ie ae ste aie i ines = Fi 
7249 8-52 Sir Horace Evans, U.K. Bennett* & Cooke*, N.S.W. se RENE a RE A 
a i : 
8283 12-59 H.T. C is, U.K. Burge“, Vic. re 
ee roe Thankfully, though, the vast majority of 
550 1-55 Mrs. K.M. Glassford Pritchard", Qld. tes erence ss eae ha 
8390 10-54 S.H. Lyons, U.K. Cohn, U.K. (ex-Altmann’, Vic.) Bg TER a ar ate 
been Australian! yA 
* indicates Club member Illustrations page 2713 


© Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 


Of the five major coachbuilders who built 
coachwork on Silver Wraith chassis, only three 
supplied coachwork for the Australian market. 
James Young and Freestone & Webb do not 
figure in the lists of cars delivered new in 
Australia, though two James Young cars have 
arrived here second-hand. This is one of the latter 
cars, WME18, a saloon limousine in James 
Young parlance but a touring limousine for 
purposes of the Coachwork Analysis below. 
WME 18 was acquired when nearly new by Miss 
(later Dame) Joan Hammond, who brought it to 
Australia on her retirement from opera in the 
mid-1960s. It has been owned for many years by 
Western Australian Club stalwart Matt Smith, to 
whom belongs the destinction of having 
achieved the first Overall Winner of a Federal 
Concours with a post-war car, at the 1985 
Federal Rally. Photo by the Editor. 


Coachwork 


Total 
Hooper H.J.Mulliner Park Ward James Young 


Total, all types 
New Second-hand Total 


second-hand 
Park Ward James Young 


24 


24 4 28 


7 
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AUSTRALIA'S 


MOST EXCLUSIVE 


Banker or boilermaker, mill-hand or million- 


aire, you are free to join this friendly fraternity 


where everybody greets everybody else by their 


Christian name. Yow ll need just one qualifica- 


tion — you must own a Rolls-Royee! 


OHN NEVILLE, club member and 
owner of a 1933 20/25 Rolls- 
lJ Royce, was gliding down Syd- 
ney’s Anzac Parade when he 
spotted a Rolls Silver Dawn. His 
practised eye looked it over for the 
badge of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia—but in vain. 
Aghast, he drove the gleaming 
limousine into the curb, Chicago 


style, and button-holed the driver. 
Then, after a deep breath, he ex- 
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pounded the advantages of joining 
Australia’s most exclusive car club. 

The driver of the Silver Dawn 
listened intently and in the end 
agreed somewhat wearily that R-R 
owners should join the club—and 
the two parted on their respective 
merry ways. 

It was not until sevenal months 
later that John Neville learned he 
had been earbashing Peter C. Birch, 
then manager of Rolls-Royce of 
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- « « from PEDR DAVIS 


CAR CLUB 


ER 


Sir Frederick Henry Royce — a both odd 


and extraordinary pilgrim, 


Australia Pty. Ltd.! 

But don’t be deceived by his en- 
thusiasm to enlist as a club mem- 
ber a man driving a car worth £6,000. 
The incident would have happened 
in exactly the same manner had the 
other car been built when grandma 


The original Rolls Royce (1904), designed 


and builf by an engineering fanatic, was 


years ahead of the mechanical standards of 
that time. Here is the original car — still 
running just as smoothly and silently, 
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At a picnic outing. 


was a girl, and its driver been as 
impecunious as an art student. 

For despite a name which conjures 
up visions of fur wraps and cham- 
pagne, the R-R Owners’ Club is 
dedicated to the preservation, appre- 
ciation, and glorification of Rolls- 
Royces of all ages. Their members 
are as far apart socially as a rock- 
and-roll crooner is from an opera 
star—yet the club’s camaraderie is 
perhaps higher than that of any 
other car club in this country. 

Members include an electrical fit- 
ter, an estate agent, a company 
director, a linotype operator, a den- 
tist, a mechanic, a solicitor, a printer, 
a publicity agent, and a used car 
dealer. And an unwritten rule of the 
club is that all members must address 
others by their Christian names! 

We know from personal experience 
how keen the club members are to 
enlist all R-R owners. When a 
“Wheels” staff member acquired a 
long, lumbering 1909 Silver Ghost, he 
was approached by no less than three 
club members within a week! 


Nueleus ... 

The idea started in June, 1956. 
Paul Samuels, Desmond Collings- 
Power, and a few other enthusiastic 
owners, decided to try and form a 
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The Rolls Royce Owners’ Club members pride themselves 
on being a social club rather than a motor sport mecca. Say—how DO you join 
this club? 


small club. Paul—as a member of 
the Vintage Sports Car Club—knew 
many R-R types, mostly with early 
models. Desmond, owning a 1953 
Silver Dawn, also moved in R-R 
circles. 

Word was sent out to as many 
owners as possible, and a meeting 
was arranged to form a club. Six- 
teen turned up. One, Mr. Septimus 
Hall, former Mayor of Ryde and a 
prominent city solicitor, proved to 
have both the grey hairs and ex- 
perience required to take the chair. 
He did this with such diligence that 
it soon became apparent that en- 
thusiasm was high enough to warrant 
the new club’s immediate inaugura- 
tion. 

A provisional committee was form- 
ed and the club’s constitution was 
forthwith drawn up. 

“The objects of the Club,” reads 
the amended constitution, “are to 
adopt the ideals of the late Sir Henry 
Royce, and foster the principle of 
perfection to collect and dis- 
seminate as widely as possible in- 
formation relative to the R.R. pro- 
ducts ... to establish a registry with 
a record of ownership, body changes, 
maintenance and repair .. . to 
engage on rallies and gymkhana tests 

. and to offer the services of the 


club, its members and vehicles to 
such charitable organisations as may 
be decided upon from time to time.” 

There is only one condition of mem- 
bership: the applicant must own 
either outright or jointly a Rolls- 
Royce car in working condition. 

Surprisingly enough, there are be- 
tween 300 and 350 known R.R.’s in 
N.S.W., and in the one year since its 
formation, club membership has 
grown from 16 members with 14 cars, 
to 40 members with 34 cars, 
Myths ... 

Chatting with club members quick- 
ly debunked many of the myths that 
surround the magic name. The 
legends, for example, that the com- 
pany seal all engines as they will 
never need attention (fiction); that 
Rolis-Royce developed the servo- 
brake (fiction); that their engines 
never wear out (fiction), that some 
models have driven over 500,000 miles 
and are still in good order (true); 
that some owners complain the 
engine won't start when it is actually 
running too quietly to be heard (fic- 
tion); that Rolls-Royce have never 
built a body (fiction); that each car 
has an unconditional three years’ 
guarantee (true); that the Silver 
Ghost was in production for longer 
than anv other make or model (false); 
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Probably the most famous Rolls in the world is this first Silver Ghost, built in the 
early part of 1907. It, too, is still in first class running order, despite its having 
complefed, to dafe, in excess of half a million miles. 


but only just. It was in continuous 
production for nineteen years — one 
more than the model “T” Ford, but 
two less than the Citroen). 

And, of course, every school boy 
knows that the Silver Lady on the 
front of a Rolls is worth its weight 
in pure silver. Unfortunately, this 
widely accepted story is also untrue. 
A club member will tell you that a 
replica “Lady” costs between £3 and 
£4 and that the legend was built up 
during the early days of the firm 
when the mascot was cast in German 
silver, an alloy containing a percent- 
age of the precious metal. 

Club members can also give the lie 
to some of the fanciful mileage 
figures sometimes heard about Rolls 
cars. The most thirsty model gives 
9-11 m.p.g., while a 74 litre “Ghost” 
will give up to 14 mpg. on a run. 
The late model Silver Dawns give 
15-20 mpg. (thereby exploding a 
great myth) and will also cruise at 
90 m.p.h. in perfect comfort. 

F. H. Royee ... 

To know the secret of the suprem- 
acy of the Rolls-Royce, is to know 
about a grim, bearded, ascetic 
named Frederick Henry Royce. Much 
has already been written about Royce, 
for his principles, ideals, and extra- 
ordinary ability have been idealised 
the whole world over. 

In different circumstances he might 
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have led a religious revival, or quali- 
fied as one of the most extraordinary 
pilgrims of all time. But, in fact, he 
dedicated his life to one purpose, to 
the manufacture of precision motor 
cars. “You can’t be an engineer,” he 
once said, “and still go to church”. 


Royce’s holy zeal for mechanical 
perfection, and the self denial he im- 
posed on his own constitution to 
achieve it, nearly put him out of 
business long before his name _ be- 
came known. And, in fact, during 
the last twenty or so years of his life 
he was exiled from his own works, 
and became a permanent invalid. 


Royce began his career in 1884 as 
an electrical engineer. Left without 
a father at the age of nine, he had 
to earn his own living without either 
schooling or background. Yet, by the 
age of 21, he had set himself up in a 
tiny shop in Manchester, and was 
manufacuring electric lamps on his 
own account. 

By the turn of the century, F. H. 
Royce & Co. had established an en- 
viable reputation as manufacturers of 
precision-built electric cranes and 
dynamos. The company’s prosperity, 
however, was short-lived. When the 
Boer War broke out, orders began to 
fall off, and soon afterwards buyers 
were going for the cheaper products 
of America and Germany. 

Inevitably, Royce’s fellow directors 
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tried to persuade him to sacrifice his 
ideals of quality and go in for com- 
petively priced machines. But they 
argued vainly against a fanatic, and 
might just as well have tried to order 
a fakir off his bed of nails. 


While the Royce board room was 
seething with discontent, Henry him- 
self was charging round the country- 
side in one of those new-fangled 
motor cars, and, indeed, much of his 
time was spent tinkering with the 
car instead of worrying about his 
business concern. 


The car — a second-hand Decau- 
ville — failed miserably whenever it 
was put to hard work, and Royce 
spent many of his week days pulling 
it to pieces and carrying out various 
modifications. 


The First Royce 


Finally, one autumn evening, he 
announced to his astonished directors 
that he intended to build three ex- 
perimental motor cars of his own 
design! 

From that moment Royce became 
a man obsessed. He neglected food, 
sleep and business altogether, and re- 
sented anyone who endeavoured to 
interfere in any way with his experi- 
ments. Men working for him during 
this time said that he would flare up 
with anger at the slightest sign of 
carelessness in workmanship — for 


2-96 


2721 


Only the Rolls club could institute a slow race such as this! As the stately cars tick 
along at speeds too low fo register on the speedometer, drivers walk alongside and 
steer them! Last across the line, of course, is the winner. 


he was chief designer, chief mechanic, 
shop foreman and manufacturer all 
rolled in one. 

An extraordinary thing about 
Royce was that although he was a 
great engineer, his knowledge of 
mathematics was extremely limited. 
It is also said that he was completely 
baffled by many applications of ele- 
mentary drafting. 


It seemed that he knew the answer 
to intricate problems purely instinc- 
tively! 

“We've got a decimal point wrong, 
I think,” he once said to one of his 
designers and on checking they 
found this was true, although it was 
doubtful whether Royce knew what a 
decimal point was. 


Royce strongly resented being called 
an engineer “I’m just a mechanic,” 
was his favourite saying, and, as the 
best machinist in his own workshop. 
he built the first Royce car entirely 
by hand. 


This turned out to be a 10 hop. 
machine with a twin cylinder engine, 
and Royce drove it out of the works 
in the spring of 1904. In those days, 
cars were appallingly noisy, but, from 
the very outset, Rolls devoted himself 
to building a silent car. He calculated 
that by precision engineering he 
could reduce both friction and engine 
noise to a minimum, and in addition 
(since he would design all his own 


electrical accessories) 
faultlessly reliable. 

Just how right Royce was can be 
seen to this day, for the very first 
ear he built is still operating per- 
fectly and silently. 

Hion C. S. Rolls ... 

Royce — the engineering genius — 
was no business man. It was left, 
therefore, to a gay, lively young 
sportsman, the Hon. Charles Rolls, 
to put Royce’s cars on the map. 

At that time Rolls was a racing 
driver, and a partner in a London 
firm of motor agents. Realising the 
enormous possibilities of the brilliant 
Royce design, Rolls marketed it and 
put it through a series of remarkable 
road trials and races. 


Very soon Rolls-Royce Company 
Ltd. was formed and the first of the 
famous marque appeared. 


Prosperity was inevitable. Within a 
few months of the formation of the 
new company, Royce produced the 
prototype for a 40/50 h.p. car, which 
he said before he died was the finest 
thing he ever built. 

The model was known as the Silver 
Ghost and, almost unchanged, it re- 
mained in production for 19 years, 
establishing the reputation of Henry 
Royce as one of the greatest auto 
engineers in the world. 

The story of the Rolls-Royce Com- 
pany, however, very nearly ended 


it would be 


before it started. In 1910, at the age 
of 33, Charles Rolls — the business 
brain of the new firm — was killed 
in an aeroplane crash. In the same 
year, Royce himself, who had been 
working fanatically at bench and 
drawing board, collapsed from over- 
work. His doctors gave him three 
months to live. 

But from 1910 right up until his 
death at the age of 70 in 1933, Henry 
Royce directed the engineering side 
of his company from, alternatively, a 
small villa in France and a large 
homestead in Kent. 

With him there lived a team of 
draftsmen and _ secretaries. Royce 
went on creating and planning from 
his bedside, where he would work out 
the design for a new mechanical 
component. This would be sent to the 
works where it would be manufac- 
tured and, in due course, returned to 
him for approval. Royce would exam- 
ine with his long sensitive fingers, 
then criticise and generally redesign 
the part. Thus he continued his 
great work of designing superlative 
motor cars and, later, aircraft and 
marine engines without even seeing 
his factory for 25 years. 

Undoubtedly Royce was one of the 
most extraordinary men of his time. 
He detested most recreations, calling 
them “unproductive”. 
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His own hobbies were gardening, 
cooking, painting and playing the 
flute — an occupation which particu- 
larly appealed to him as it gave him 
an opportunity of studying the sound 
waves so produced. 

It is said that even his own garden 
was trained like an army. If one of 
his fruit trees remained untidy, Royce 
had it destroyed. Probably he would 
have been an impossible person to 
live with, since, even in such unim- 
portant things as boiling potatoes, he 
insisted on an unrelenting standard 
of quality which must have driven 
his cook almost berserk! 

Frederick Henry Royce died at the 
age of 70 and left as a monument 
to his genius the superlative line of 
motor cars now quietly Known as 
“The Best Cars in the World”. 

Soon there will be a small plaque 
in the Mascot factory of Rolls-Royce 
Australia Pty. Ltd. honouring the 
memory of this strange genius — for 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club are 
having it made even as we go to 
press. 


Clab_ doings ... 

But their activities are by no 
means limited to honouring the 
ideals of a dead engineer. Sprightly 
— one might even say frivolous — 
gymkhanas are held for club mem- 
bers, and the more unusual aspects 
of R.R. performance are given thor- 
ough and repeated workouts. 

In one recent event, members were 
blindfolded and led to their cars. 
They then set out on a speed trial 
through a series of markers (on pri- 
vate ground), guided by clear-eyed 
passengers. In another event, the 
driver set his car in gear with the 
engine idling and walked alongside 
as one of the slowest races in history 
was fought out. It comes as no sur- 
prise to know that the stately cars 
crawled along at speeds too slow to 
register on the speedometers — and 
the engines never missed a single 
beat. 

Another unique test was the brak- 
ing and acceleration event, when the 
large cars raced from bucket to buc- 
ket and slowed down at the appro- 
priate point where a navigator could 
drop a tennis ball in! 

The Rolls-Royce marque appears 
to have such a gripping effect on 
club merubers that some are not con- 
tent to have less than a stable of 
them. One owns four models — a 
1949 Silver Dawn, a 1922 Silver Ghost, 
a 1912, Alpine Tourer, and a 1910 
Silver Ghost. Another member owns 
five — although three of them are 
still in the process of being restored. 


Durable ... 


Although Rolls-Ruyce cars are 
probably the safest cars in the world 
to drive, they are not, of course, im- 
mune to accidents. Last year, a club 
member was travelling to Melbourne 
to see the Olympic Grand Prix, when 
he was dazzled by a setting sun and 
mistook a corner. The huge Silver 
Ghost slid violently across the gravel 
road and rolled over the bank. It 
executed three somersaults before 
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finally coming to rest, a crumpled 
heap with its body fifteen feet from 
the chassis. 

Despite the violence of the acci- 
dent, the four passengers concerned 
escaped with minor injuries and the 
car was not the total wreck it might 
have been. Today it is in the process 
of being restored. 

The durability of Rolls-Royce cars 
is incredible and so it is not surpris- 
ing that models as old as 1909 are 
still happily motoring around Sydney 
with late model bodies installed on 
the chassis. 

But this idea has been reversed! 
A 1937 24/30 owned by the club presi- 
dent, for example, has a 1928 body 
fitted. It seems that the car’s previous 
owner was so attached to this par- 
ticular body that he kept up to date 
by fitting a new chassis underneath 
it. 

Originally this particular car was 
owned by a Mr. Ernest Charlton. He 
comes from a long line of Rolls 
owners, for in his family garage there 
are, pinned to the wall, nine original 
R.R. guarantees. But, although Mr. 
Charlton had both the means and 
the taste for the very best in motor- 
ing, he was peculiarly austere in his 
outlook. He refused, for example, to 
have anything fitted to his Rolls 
which was not strictly functional — 
no Silver lady. no bumper bars, no 
chrome embellishments whatever. 


Superb engineering 

Rolls-Royce cars have never been 
ahead of their time mechanically, but 
every model built has embodied the 
very best in contemporary engineer- 
ing, even down to the last nut and 
bolt. For example, the 1929 20/25 
model had servo brakes, at a time 
when this feature was extremely 
rare — but not original. The same 
car also has one-shot chassis lubri- 
cation, controlled by a pedal beneath 
the dash. 
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The braking systems of R.R. cars 
are worthy of an article themselves. 
All R.R.’s have braking extraordin- 
aire. A light brush on the pedal and 
the car slows down as though a giant 
hand had grabbed it from behind. 

Rolls-Royce cars fit bodies by all 
makers, and only in: recent years 
(since 1951) has the firm actually 
built their own coachwork. Previous- 
ly, they sold the chassis complete and 
left- both bodywork and fitments to 
suit the taste of the owner. Only 
one of the cars owned by club mem- 
bers has an Australian body, and— 
regrettably — it looks like something 
out of an Emile Mercier cartoon. 

Not a few members have spent far 
more than the cost price of a con- 
temporary saloon just in the restora- 
tion of a pre-war Rolls. The club sec- 
retary, for example, acquired a 1935 
20/25, formerly owned by an un- 
sympathetic farmer who had allowed 
the magnificent car to deteriorate 
like a wheelbarrow. The new owner 
has since spent enough money reno- 
vating the coachwork to have bought 
a spanking new popular sedan — but 
he considers the money invested in 
his Rolls-Royce to be a far sounder 
proposition. 

A car in immaculate condition 
earns a Club Badge, and this is 
a jealously guarded embellishment 
which always remains the property 
of the club — for the committee 
refuse to take the chance that any 
unfeeling enthusiast might fasten it 
to a wrecked Rolls, or even to the 
bumper of a lesser marque. 

They believe that only one car in 
the world measures up to the stan- 
dards set by the late Sir Frederick 
Henry Royce — the magnificently 
made, everlasting Rolls-Royce. And if 
you own one — be it a 1910 model 
or the very latest product of the 
Derby firm — it could be your open 
sesame to the most exclusive car club 
in Australia. e 


Unusual acceleration/braking test af RR club's gymkhana. Navigator has fo drop ball 
accurately in series of buckets as car speeds from one to the other. 
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Ean & Dorothy McDowell’ 's 1984 Silver Spirit (A SE09580), the subject of this article describing a3,960 km. journey Prout Victona and New South 
Wales. Photo from the author. The car aquitted itself very well, though Ean felt that the early Silver Spirit seat design “lacked lower back support”. 


Living with the Spirit 


For some six months now I have been 
working in Malaysia, firstly in northern 
Sarawak where there are few cars and even 
fewer roads, then lately in Kuala Lumpur 
where there are plenty of bad roads and the 
traffic is awful. In fact it is no exaggeration 
that my office is 10 minutes walk from 
where I live or one hour drive in peak 
periods. When I do drive it is behind the 
wheel of a Proton, Malaysia’s National 
car. What more can I say....it has a beauti- 
ful radio! So, as the end of the year 
approached, we agreed we would spend 
Christmas with my parents at Coffs 
Harbour, New South Wales. My wife 
assumed we would fly but I had a different 
sort of flying in mind, on the wide open 
road behind the wheel of a proper motor 
car. 

The resistance was demolished, the 
kids were on my side with promises of 
motels and McDonald’s and the plans 
were made. It was going to be fun. By fax 


By Ean McDowell (Vic.) 


I arranged for Hamiltons to take the car out 
of storage, check a front end ball-joint that 
was recommended for attention some time 
ago, charge the battery, change the oil, 
regas the air conditioning and generally 
make sure it would be fit for the trip. The 
service was outstanding and the car was 
returned not only mechanically checked 
but beautifully cleaned. I flew into 
Melbourne on the Saturday morning 
before Christmas, re-introduced myself to 
the family, fixed bikes and dripping taps, 
mowed lawns, tried to read three months 
of junk mail and magazines and packed. I 
didn’t even look at the car. 

At this stage I should introduce you to 
the crew and the car. Firstly, the car is a 
1984 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit, chassis 
number ASE09580, known in the family 
as ‘The Gold Car’, despite the fact that it 
is two-tone blue. The name is a throwback 
to our previous Silver Shadow II which 
was gold, and to a three-year-old that’s 


near enough. The crew consisted of my 
wife Dorothy, co-driver, who had one 
previous try at driving the Shadow and 
declared she couldn’t reach anything. This 
time we had pillows to go under her and 
pillows to go behind her. In the back we 
had Andy (6) in the first class seat behind 
“Poppa”, Colin (3) in the centre, and Nina 
(5) on the left. The politics in the back are 
complicated and essentially revolve 
around being allowed to look out “my 
side” but if you have “the lucky seat” in 
the centre you can look out either side! We 
tend to leave the politics to the back seat 
only interrupting when violence is 
imminent. Under some circumstances a 
car with a division would be wonderful. 
When people say that Rolls-Royce is 
the Best Car in the World I often add best 
family car. Forgetting safety, comfort and 
everything else for a moment three 
youngsters in their car seats can see every- 
thing from the back and they love it! 


So, not too early and not too late on the 
Saturday we left Melbourne. A good start 
except that an hour down the road we were 
laughing or singing or something and we 
totally missed the Shepparton turn-off. I 
know...the letters on the sign are a metre 
high, but we missed it. Well we saw a bit 
of central Victoria that other travellers 
don’t see before picking up the highway 
again. Of course, driving a Rolls-Royce, it 
wasn’t far before we had to stop for fuel, 
too! We pushed on, up the Newell High- 
way, making Dubbo that night. Being 
Christmas Eve, the motel owner thought 
his present had come early then I’m sure 
he loaded up the room rate in keeping with 
the mode of transport to offset his dis- 
appointment. Including our detour we 
covered some 900 km. in the first day, no 
problems...not even a stone chip when I 
checked, and such fun to drive. 

Father Christmas came to the little ones 
so the start the next morning was delayed, 
but fun. With more fuel of course we set 
off again, cruising at about 110 km/h 
which seemed sensible in view of 
numerous warnings. There was hardly 
another car on the road. Mum even had a 
drive and found she didn’t need the pillows 
so the driving position of the Spirit must 
have more adjustment than that of the 
Shadow. The comfort, complete lack of 
fatigue and sheer pleasure of driving a 
Rolls-Royce were again emphasized on 
Day 2. The Moonbi hills slowed us a bit 
but I’ve always found the momentum of a 
big heavy car carries you through the hills 
if you keep moving. We left the Newell at 
Armidale and headed towards the coast. I 
had been on this road many years ago and 
mentally noted whilst driving that it had 
not improved. It was about then we came 
down a long hill at a fair speed and hit a 
cattle grid at the bottom. Newton’s Third 
Law was demonstrated with a tremendous 
noise as the “opposite reaction” was found 
along with the limit of suspension travel. I 
was vaguely looking in the mirror and 
caught a glimpse of something shiny but 
didn’t think any more about it. Then a mile 
down the road Andy, who was looking 
back casually said “Dad, there were two 
shiny things going along the road”. We 
were over the top of the rise and down the 
dip when I stopped and on checking both 
rear hubcaps had come off. Ten minutes 
later when we returned an elderly couple 
who were having a cuppa by the roadside 
were already looking. They thought it was 
Christmas too! Would you believe we 
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found 50 hubcaps before we found our’s, 
mostly battered plastic rubbish, but when 
we found our’s they hardly had a mark on 
them. Someone later told me the price of a 
replacement and I made a mental note to 
increase that boy’s pocket money! Without 
further drama we reached Coffs Harbour 
in the late afternoon on Christmas Day. 

We tried all the beaches, did tourist 
things and enjoyed the grandparents’ 
company over the next few days. We took 
the Spirit to beaches, down tracks and into 
places a R-R shouldn’t rightly go and we 
received enthusiastic glances and com- 
ments along the way. The number of other 
motorists who pointed or waved or just 
turned to look was amazing. We saw the 
only other Rolls-Royce of the trip, a Spirit 
also, in Coffs Harbour, but they didn’t 
return our wave. 

The trip back had its moments too. Ihad 
given consideration to alternative routes as 
the thought of climbing Dorrigo Pass 
didn’t appeal to me at all. In fact there was 
no practical alternative and it was well into 
the morning with the temperature outside 
at 35° C when we reached the bottom. I 
think the climb is 1000 metres over 14 km. 
of winding narrow road to the top but it felt 
like 50 km. In a big heavy car with 
nowhere to get a run, often baulked by 
others, it was just a long grind in inter- 
mediate with the temperature gauge very 
near boiling. We stopped twice like many 
others and boiled both times. I thought of 
the image but opened the bonnet anyway 
to let it cool down and all the time I wor- 
ried. It didn’t boil when we were running 
.. only when we stopped. We reached the 
top and had an early lunch to let everything 
including the driver cool down. From there 
it was down the Newell again through 
central N.S.W. The outside temperature 
was now 40° and the car was running well 
with the temperature gauge higher than 
usual but O.K. Inside it was cool and 
comfortable in the front but with the air 
conditioning needing extra outlets to really 
serve the rear under the conditions (the 
current models have these. — Ed.). We 
enjoyed the overnight stop at Gilgandra 
and pushed on the next day again under 
similar weather conditions although a 
storm was forecast. And what a storm it 
was when it came. Wind and dust that 
brought us down to a crawl at first because 
we couldn’t see. And then flooding rain. 
The temperature outside fell 20 degrees as 
we watched. Through it all nothing moved 
the big car from its arrow-like course. It 
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was after the storm that a committee 
decision was made to change course and 
head for Deniliquin for our New Year’s 
Eve stop. That took us past the famous 
Conargo Pub where I’d say there were 
2,000 patrons spilling out all over the road 
to celebrate the New Year. Some had 
obviously been there a very long time by 
the look of them. They opened a path for 
us to pass through with calls for a “burn- 
out”, “wheelies” and other un-R-R-like 
behaviour. There were bows and waves, 
salutes and catcalls and it was in my mind 
that a bottle through the windscreen was 
even a possibility but in the end we passed 
through unscathed. We didn’t see the New 
Year in and we spent the next day playing 
tourists at Echuca before the final leg back 
to Melbourne in the late afternoon. That 
night I washed and dried the Spirit before 
putting it back into storage, and then didn’t 
even get a chance to look at it again before 
flying back to KL a few days later. 

I later reviewed the statistics and 
thought how much better I have come to 
know that wonderful car. We travelled 
3,960 km. in just 8 days of which really 
only 5 days were spent on the road. The 
maximum we did was 900 km. in a day. 
We got 15.5 mpg if I can use the old 
terminology which disappointed me 
slightly as we used to get that in the Shadow 
and I thought Spirits were better. The exhaust 
was always a beautiful grey when we 
stopped and the engine ran superbly. We 
topped up with water and oil but only as 
expected. We cruised mostly at 110 km/h but 
we saw 150 at one stage just to see what it 
was like. The high speed cruising and com- 
fort allowed those sort of distances to be 
covered even with young children. I 
appreciated the stability, the handling, the 
instruments and the superb headlights. A 
Turbo would have been nice in the long 
winding climbs where the power was not 
quite “adequate” and the brakes at the bottom 
of Dorrigo Pass were also starting to feel just 
a wee bit short of “adequate” although they 
were fine elsewhere. The wipers I can’t say 
I’m excited about, but worst of all were the 
front seats. I went and looked at a new Silver 
Spirit after getting back and I can see that 
they have changed things, but in 1984 the 
design totally lacked lower back support and 
it was painfully so after the distances 
travelled. 

There’s nothing more to say than that it 
was a wonderful trip and a great way to 
really learn about the car. The greatest 
(family) car in the world! y 
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Cyclops look? 


In P.6-95, Spot the Difference — 2, 
Roger Thiedeman showed and wrote of 
an example of a photograph from the 
Rolls-Royce Bulletin where significant 
alterations had been perpetrated upon 
said photo. 

Lee Rodda recently lent me several 
Rolls-Royce Bulletins and in a 1951 
edition | spotted a glaring example of a 
mutilated (in this case) photo. In fact, 
what the artist was trying to do was to 
camouflage mutilations of a much more 
serious kind. Another photo, in Aallies 
and Trials by S.C.H. (“Sammy”) Davis of 
The Autocar, shows that Mike Couper’s 
successful 1950 Monte Carlo Rally 
entry, a Silver Wraith Park Ward sports 
saloon (WGC56), had been severely 
knocked about in a prang. 

From the above-mentioned book | 
quote: 

“Poor Mike Couper eased the big, 
beautifully equipped show model Ralls- 
Royce round a bend near Valence, 
skidded and was hit by the huge rear tyre 
of a lorry’s trailer which crumpled up the 
front of the Rolls almost as though it had 
been hit by a tank.” 

The caption under the photo reads: 

“Difficult though it may be to believe, 
this Rolls-Royce, seen after having had 
a serious collision with a lorry, was 
repaired and won the Grand Prix 
d’Honneur at the end of the 1950 Rally.” 

However, the touching-up artist, in his 
endeavour to “repair” the damaged near- 
side front of the car, omitted to paint in 
the headlamp, sidelamp and wing mirror, 
and the circular grille vent is painted in 
too low. 


John Bull, 

Editor, Southern Spirit 
(the newsletter of the 
South Australian Branch) 


From ‘Bunny’ Austin 
You may well be aware by now that | 
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Mike Couper's famous 1950 Monte Carlo Rally Silver Wraith (WGC56) 


i> 


as it appeared in the 


Rolls-Royce Bulletin with its severely damaged front wing touched up in an attempt to make it 
appear undamaged. A pity the touching-up artist forgot about the headlight and other details! 
Mike Couper is the tall gentleman to the right of the photo holding the package. After the Rally 
this superbly equipped but hastily repaired car was awarded the Grand Prix a’Honneur in the 
Concours de Confort. In the previous and later years he successfully rallied Bentley Mk Vis in 


the Monte Carlo. See ‘Cyclops look?’, this page. 


am no longer at the Hunt House, the 
powers that be having decided that in 
view of my age and that | am unable to 
lift relatively heavy items, it would be 
better if | retired. 

However, the main purpose of writing 
is to ask if you would be kind enough to 
convey to all those many Australians 
who | have had the good fortune to meet 
and correspond with over the past 
eleven years, my appreciation for their 
courtesy and friendliness which they 
have always shown towards me. 

The Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation has been kind enough to 
make me an Honorary Life Member, 
which will enable me to retain an interest. 


‘Bunny’ Austin, 
Orchard Gate, 
Forest Road, 
Hartwell, 

Northants NN7 2HE 
England 


Bunny's full address has been included 
here to encourage his many friends in 
Australia to keep in touch with him now 
that he is no longer at the Hunt House. 
See also From the Editor this issue. — 
M.1.B. 


Early days of the Club 


| was excited to see Barrie Gillings’ 
photographs in the last issue. Barrie 
certainly has a prodigious memory. | 


therefore offer the following with care 
and trepidation: 

On p.2689 the silver-blue PI tourer 
(9YC | think) belonged to myself, not Bill 
Nevell. The car furthest from the camera 
in the upper picture (not mentioned in the 
caption) is a 1919 or 1920 Silver Ghost 
saloon by Agate. It was then owned by 
Terry Hunt and is now owned by Lyel 
Murell (probably 127BW — Ed.). It now 
sports a tourer body. 

| suspect that another of the uniden- 
tified cars on that page (fifth Rolls-Royce 
from left in the bottom left photograph) 
was Elizabeth Griffin’s sumptuously 
upholstered Phantom | saloon. 

Page 2691 shows two Phantom Is 
and a Silver Ghost. | think the centre car 
was Elizabeth Griffin’s. My reasons for 
believing this are: 

1. The Chandler car arrived late, took 
part in the Gymkhana, cleaned us all up 
then left (l came second); 

2. The body of the Chandler car was 
in a fairly poor state, whereas the one in 
the photo looks sound; 

3. | seem to remember the Chandler 
P| as having a fairly heavy roof line 
above the windscreen. 

If the 1937 25/30 Thrupp & Maberly 
limousine (GRP74) belonged to Gordon 
Pennington at that stage, as indicated in 
the caption to the upper photograph on 
p.2691, there were two other cars 
omitted from the photo. One was a 
souped up Ford Zephyr belonging to 


Paul Samuels and the other was a lovely 
Bentley Mk Vi belonging to my brother 
Bill. He acquired this car and Gordon 
purchased Bill’s ex-Victoria Cheshire 
25/30. 

Bill declined an offer of a direct race 
with the Zephyr but agreed to a timed run 
down the old air-strip. The Zephyr 
screamed through the gears and shot 
past at great speed. When the Bentley 
followed shortly after, with little more than 
a whoosh of wind and a gentle burble 


Market Place 
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from the exhaust, we thought we were 
done. However, the stop-waich told a 
different story, with the Bentley putting up 
a handsome win. 

The absence of the Bentley from the 
photo may well point to other historic 
moments. Fierce debate raged about the 
admissability of Bentleys as eligible cars. 
Some in the Club would have preferred 
that they not be part of the scene. Brother 
Bill went to Crewe and passed through 
the R-R driving school. He relayed a 
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comment from an official at the Factory, 
that Silver Dawns were “bastardised 
Bentleys”. Shortly after this the matter 
was dropped. 

It was mostly in good humour, and 
those early days remain very precious to 
me. 


John Nevell, 
New South Wales Branch 
(Foundation Member) 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Silver Ghost (4PG) with earlier open 
drive limousine coachwork in very good con- 
dition. Chassis totally complete and original, 
part restored. Runs beautifuily, starts ‘on the 
switch’ in gear! $125,000 firm. Jeremy 
Greene 09-457-2629 (‘phone & FAX) 


1927 Phantom I (48UF) Roger Fry ‘Ascot’ 
style tourer. A well known and well loved car. 
$145,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


1929 Phantom Il (98WJ) H.J. Mulliner fabric 
saloon, Weymann design. Red and black. 
Good rally car in sound original condition. 
$75,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


1938 Bentley 41% Litre (B14LE) Park Ward 
sports saloon. Black with brown hide. Original 
car with $26,000 worth of receipts for major 
body restoration, now nearly completed. Was 
in regular use prior to commencement of 
repairs. $35,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 


Cars For Sale 


1934 20/25 (GLB27) Martin & King 
Sportsman's Coupé. Restoration by previous 
owner the late Harry Thompson. A1 condition 
with comprehensive tool kit, handbook and 
extensive documented history with photos. 
Frequent concours Class winner, since 
improved and regularly checked by Roger 
Fry and cared for by present owner. $53,500 
o.n.o. Eric Cecil 09-257-1315 


née ore & =" 
1935 Phantom II (44UK) Thrupp & Maberly 
sports saloon. Delivered new to Melbourne 
with continuous history since. Good condition 
throughout. $77,500. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 
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1936 Bentley 41% Litre (B201HM) Gurney 
Nutting sports coupé. Aluminium body with 
sunroof. Two-tone green. U.K. delivery, to 
Australia 1981. Completely restored to 
original specifications by Max Houston, com- 
pleted 1995. New tyres. Nothing to spend. 
Rare car in first class condition. $130,000 
0.n.o. Keith Stammers 048-61-4451 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B231FU) complete roll- 
ing chassis. Running. Excellent engine and 
mechanicals, ail instruments and grille. 
Suitable for conversion to a high-quality 
Bentley Special. Rare opportunity. $9,000 or 
good offer. Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


1956 Bentley S1 (B153EK) Sage Green over 
Smoke Green. New carpets. Outstanding 
original condition. Mechanically perfect. 
$30,000. 

Sydney European Car Centre Pty Ltd. DL 
12970. 02-799-5022, 02-798-5222 or 
FAX 02-799-4441 


1961 Silver Cloud Il (SWC658) Shell Grey 
over Black Pearl with red hide. Melbourne 
delivered car in near concours condition. 
47,000 original miles. All books and tools. 
$65,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SGE280) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green. Lovely condition 
throughout. Melbourne delivery, one previous 
owner. Power steering. Complete tool kit, 
workshop manual, handbook, original 
receipts from new, unused master key, 
original brochures on auto, radio etc. Main- 
tained by R.A. McDermott & Co. since 
purchasing in 1991. $50,000 or reasonable 
offer. Jonathan White 059-88-8060 


2-96 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1964 Bentley S3 (B30FG) Steel Blue with 
champagne leather interior. Australian 
delivery. Factory refrigeration system. 52,121 
miles. Fully restored 1989. Australian Con- 
cours Class winner 1990, 1991, 1992, 1994. 
$72,000 0.n.o. Joan Bootle 054-28-6471 or 
018-10-0028 


1964 Bentley S3 (B244FG) Sage green. 
Excellent bodywork, interior and mech- 
anicals. Well maintained regular highway 
cruiser. Integrated air conditioning, electric 
windows. $48,000 or prefer to exchange for 
less reliable (!) pre-1955 Rolls-Royce, all 
models considered with cash adjustment. 
Ken King 053-3 1-6320 


1966 Bentley T Serles (CBH1672) H.J.Mul- 
liner, Park Ward Two-door saloon. Burgundy 
with black leather interior. One of only nine to 
come to Australia. Outstanding condition. 
$59,000. Sydney European Car Centre Pty 
Ltd. DL 12970. 02-799-5022, 02-798-5222 or 
FAX 02-799-4441 


we... 


PD 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH6798) Silver with 
tan leather. Mechanically A1. Excellent value. 
$30,000. Sydney European Car Centre Pty 
Ltd. DL 12970. 02-799-5022, 02-798-5222 or 
FAX 02-799-4441 


Cars For Sale 


1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Two-door Saloon. Cardinal Red, 
tan hide. Bare metal restoration 1990 to Fact- 
ory specs. Little used since. Additional work: 
air conditioning rebuilt (CFC-free), suspen- 
sion modified to substantially improve hand- 
ling, anti-pollution devices added to improve 
carburation and mpg, new hydraulic accum- 
ulators and master cylinder, new windscreen. 
White band tyres 75%. Original handbook 
and tool kit. Regularly serviced and main- 
tained by R-R garage. 64,500 miles recorded. 
$55,000 negotiable. H. Kaiser 03-9722-1666 
evenings 


1969 Bentley T Series (SBH7 104) Shell Grey 
with deep red fineline and red leather interior. 
Air conditioning. Showroom condition. R-R 
serviced. $50,000. M.A. Shelley 
03-9822-9893 or 041-146-1797 


1972 Corniche (CRH12021) Mulliner Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Mediterranean Blue 
with blue hide, dark blue Everflex roof, 
electric sunroof. Whitewall tyres. Registered 
to Nov. '96. Most appealing and collectable 
car. $75,000 o.n.o. Dary! Tempest 
043-69-6338 (Phone & FAX) or 02-589-0122 


1980 Bentley T2 (SBH41490) Navy blue with 
cream leather. One of the last of this series, 
compliance plate 1981. Beautiful condition. 
Very good investment. $59,000. Sydney 
European Car Centre Pty Ltd. DL 12970. 
02-799-5022, 02-798-5222 or 
FAX 002-799-4441 


Cars For Sale 


1979 Silver Shadow Il (SRH38291) Com- 
memorative 75th Red Badge Jubilee model. 
Royal Blue over light blue with blue Everflex 
roof. Many extras. Very good condition. 
Handbook, tool kit and service records. One 
owner U.K., present owner 10 years. 78,200 
miles. New tyres, new water pump, new 
brakes all round. Stainless steel exhaust. 
$50,000. Trevor Webster 0755-76-3010 
(‘Phone & FAX) 


1980 Silver Shadow Il (SRH41410) Acrylic 
White with dark brown hide. Three-owner, 
Sydney delivered car with rebuilt engine. 
$49,950. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 


1990 Bentley Mulsanne S (BSL31844) 
Acrylic White with dark green hide. Mel- 
bourne delivered car with under 50,000 km. 
Driver's airbag. $188,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 
03-9804-7977 


LMCT 4141 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: 1974-76 Corniche Convertible in 
good condition. Michael Fox 07-5591-9111 or 
FAX 07-5591-9122 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Ghost chassis remains from 83RM 
(1924). Owned in 1929 by a Mr Hallenstein, 
Barkly Street, St. Kilda, Australia. Briefly: in- 
complete engine, back axle with torque tube 
and sphere, front axle, wheels, gearbox, 
radiator, petrol tank, firewall, various boxes of 
bits. Incomplete but would go a long way 
towards a Ghost project. £8,500, or may 
break for spares. Terry Talbot, 4 Lowther 
Terrace, Lytham, Lancs. FY8 5QG, England. 
+44-1253-73-9837 or FAX +44-1253-73-5406 


Reversing/number plate light unit to suit R- 
type, long boot Silver Dawn, Silver Cloud/S 
Type, Phantom V, etc. Brand new and 
complete with glass, rubber gasket and all 
internals. $280. Martin Bennett 048-29-7 140 
(‘phone & FAX) 
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PRECLARVM 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


7 x 20° split rim R-R wheels. Ail new spokes, 
sand-blasted, painted black. 4 with Michelin 
650/700 x 20 tyres, new in 1994 (500 mile use 
only), fitted with new tubes (new price $680 
each); 3 with Olympic 650 x 20 tyres, 
minimum tread left. Although from my Ghost 
67AU, hub style is P!. Asking $4,500 o.n.o. 
plus freight/packing. Mark Babidge (FAX) 
09-364-3458 


Bentley Mk VI 41% litre spares: engine, head 
overhauled, remainder in extremely good 
condition, runs strongly and sweetly, com- 
plete with carburetters and distributor, $6,000 
o.n.o. Also all body panels, jewellery, interior, 
gearbox, front and ends, etc. Repro Winged- 
‘B' mascot/cap, $275. Cylinder head (bare) in 
very good order, crack-tested, $2,000. 
Chromed grille shell and louvres, $2,500. Lots 
more. Ask me! Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


For Silver Cloud/S Series standard saloon: 
wood capping rails for both front doors, solid 
timber ready for veneering. Michael Zwar 
060-26-2336 (‘phone & FAX) 


20 Horsepower parts. 10% of sale price will 
be donated to the R.R.O.C. (N.S.W. Branch). 
Reproduction cast iron side plates as per part 
£50316a, $180 pair; spare wheel centre dish 
cover including bolt, plus 5 reproduction 
dishes, $60 the lot; 2 round nickel plate 
ashtrays (suspect ex-railway type) $12 pair; 
2 nickel plate running board tread-plates, $20 
pair; Smith's rim-wind clock, black face, 
keeps good time, $280; special tool, believed 
for draining differential oil, has G78640 on it, 
believed rare, offers please. Keith Edwards 
02-487-4205 (h) 02-558-8866 (w) 


4 x Firestone 8.20 x 15 wide whitewall cross- 
ply tyres, suit Silver Cloud I, ll, Ill or Bentley 
$1, $2, S3. Almost unused. $125 each plus 
freight. Michael Zwar 060-26-2336 (‘phone & 
FAX) 


Rolls-Royce B.80 industrial engine. Rebuilt. 
Basic price $4,000. Cail for information sheet. 
Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


Number plate frames made of %" angle 
brass, mitred corners, silver soldered and 
chrome plated with either glass or Perspex 
insert. Easily fitted. Don’t downgrade your car 
with plastic or aluminium frames. Jonathan 
White 059-88-8060 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: steeering wheel for 1924 Silver 
Ghost 67AU; oil tank complete for Silver 
Ghost 67AU; set of six 7 x 21" wheels for 
Ghost/PI. Mark Babidge (FAX) 09-364-3458 


Wanted for Silver Dawn: ‘cat's eye’ type cigar 
lighter, 3 b.a./5 b.a. spanner and 2 b.a. span- 
ner for tool kit. David Vann 07-3865-3287 or 
FAX 07-3865-4822 


Wanted: Engine or block/crankcase for 1930 
Phantom II. Michael Fox 07-5591 -9111 or FAX 
07-5591-9122 


Wanted for 1968 Bentley T Series: tool kit, 
handbook, two-piece wheelbrace and jack 
bag. Nick Lang 02-672-4284 (h) 02-828-927 2 (w) 


Literature For Sale 


Handbooks in mint condition: 1990 Model 
Year Bentley Eight, $90; 1990 MY Mulsanne 
‘S', $90; Mulsanne Turbo, $85; 1986 MY 
Turbo R (Solex carburetter model), $85. 
Phantom VI, PGH102 onwards, mint condi- 
tion, $125. Rare handbook supplements: 
Silver Spur with division installation by 
Mulliner Park Ward, $40; Silver Spur limousine 
(Jankel 36" stretch as commissioned by Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd), $60. All plus postage 
and packing. Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 
(phone & FAX) 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: handbook for Phantom III. Original 
copy please, not a modern reprint. Martin 
Glynn 07-3374-2081 


Silver Wraith sales brochures and other 
literature. Buy or swap for other items. Martin 
Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Services 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with alt 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


France. Holiday in Burgundy, 1996. 
Farmhouse — all found — sleeps 4-6, near 
historic towns and vineyards. Enquiries: 
B.Larwill, ‘phone 058-21-2923 or FAX 
058-31-2474 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 
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All you need to fit new ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : ee 
Pre-WWIl Classic. * Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ¢ Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


© Bugatti 

° Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD 8 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
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COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


2-96 2729 


Jack Barclay-at-Nine Elms 
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SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ PRE 1955 PARTS 
POST 1955 PARTS * RESTORATION © COACHWORKS 


UPHOLSTERY ¢ ACCESSORIES & SPECIAL FEATURES 


2-4 Ponton Road pS PARTS HOTLINE 


ea — +44 171-738 8333 


Tel: +44 171-738 8880 = "nS ie 
Fax: +44 171-738 8887 , Sa FAX: +44 171-738 8099 
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IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


. is = 
R.A.M°Dermott & Co. 
Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 LMCT 4141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 


Service: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney Branch: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.'S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


PRECLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display adver- 
tisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 


(P-sssx 
of 27 Years 


| Revealea!! 


INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

e UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 

e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 


Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 
Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, *Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 


Ce 


oe 
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PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 


Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


CONSIDERING INSURANCE RENEWAL ? 


When next insuring your Rolls-Royce or Bentley, please consider more than just the premium. 
Check the coverage. 


FOR INSTANCE 
Are you covered in your accident policy for: 


* Windscreen replacement with no effect on your NO CLAIMS BONUS and with NO EXCESS; 
* Unlimited towing to the repairer of your choice; 
* Replacement parts, using only genuine Factory parts; 
* An authorised Rolls-Royce repairer, recommended by leading insurance companies; 
* In the event of a write-off, the option to retain your car as salvage; 

* A repairer offering lifetime ownership warranty on labour; 

* A repairer that GUARANTEES the car to be assessed within 24 hours of delivery to their 
workshop; 


McMillans GUARANTEE prompt service, the best craftsmen, Factory backing, 
GUARANTEED time-frames and lifetime ownership warranty. 
Pick-up and delivery readily available on request ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIA. 


The Measure of Excellence 


McMILLAN PRESTIGE 
Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Telephone: (02) 744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 
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